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BINGEN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

November 5, 2013 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Betty Barnes at 7:05 p.m. Council members present: Betty 
Barnes, Laura Mann, Catherine Kiewit, Maria Perez, Sandi Dickey, Monica Lizama. Council members 
absent: Izzy Schroder. City Administrator Jan Brending and City Attorney Tad Connors were present. 
Audience: Amber Marra, Jim Smith, Nadia Smith, Tamara Kaufman, Tracy Wyckoff. 
 
Approval of Minutes – October 15, 2013 

Corrections to the meeting minutes of the October 15, 2013 regular council meeting were noted as 
follows: 
 
Page 1, 9th paragraph, last sentence should read: “She said this is due to a typographic error in the fuel 
purchase line item in the original budget and additional revenue funds.” 
 
Page 1, 12th paragraph, 3rd sentence should read: “Barnes said there were a couple of problems with the 
bid from Western Edge Tree Service: their Small Works Roster Application was submitted on October 
15th, not prior to the 15th as was required and a 5% bid security as required was not included.” 
 

Laura Mann moved to approve the meeting minutes of the October 15, 2013 regular council meeting as 
corrected. Catherine Kiewit seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Approval of Minutes – October 23, 2013 

Corrections to the meeting minutes of the October 23, 2013 special council meeting were noted as 
follows: 
 
“Sandi Dean” should be corrected to read “Sandi Dickey.” 
 
Catherine Kiewit moved to approve the meeting minutes of the October 23, 2013 special council 
meeting as corrected. Sandi Dickey seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Bingen-White Salmon Police Department Update 
Tracy Wyckoff said he did not have a lot of information to provide. He said he is now working a 4-day, 
10-hour shift since the vacant police officer position is not being filled at this time. Wyckoff said things 
are going fine and the department has been steady with calls. 
 
Betty Barnes asked Wyckoff if he will be reducing the number of hours he has been working. 
 
Wyckoff said he puts in 12 to 13 hour days and will continue to work those hours because that is what is 
needed to get the work done. 
 
Catherine Kiewit asked what kind of coverage is being provided. 
 
Wyckoff said there is some overlap of officers’ shifts mainly on Wednesday. He said for the most part 
there is one officer on duty and there may be times, which are limited, when an officer is on call. 
Wyckoff said there is always an officer available when a call comes in. 
 
Betty Barnes asked if Wyckoff is looking at the new state ATV (all-terrain vehicle) law. 
 
Wyckoff said it is up to the cities to determine whether or not they want to allow the use of ATVs on 
city streets. He said the state licensing of ATVs is not in place yet. 
 
Laura Mann asked how vacation schedules were affecting overtime. 
 
Wyckoff said an officer cannot work for more than 16 hours in any one day but they could work a 
number of 16-hour days. He said the overtime has been minimal because he is covering some of the 
hours particularly when a day-shift officer is on vacation. 
 
Tamara Kaufman, Chamber of Commerce – Package Travel Initiative Contribution Request 
Tamara Kaufman, representing Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce, said the Chamber is looking for a 
contribution of $1,000 to go towards a package travel initiative. She said the initiative will cost $27,250 
and the county has pledged $20,000. Kaufman said the Goldendale Chamber and the Mt. Adams 
Chamber have both pledged $1,000 each. She said any excess monies will go towards developing a 
Klickitat County wide magazine. 
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Betty Barnes noted the budget committee is supportive of the proposal. 
 
Tad Connors noted that a contract would need to be developed with the county as that is where the funds 
would be going. 
 
Laura Mann moved to enter into a contract with Klickitat County providing $1,000 to go towards the 
travel package initiative with any excess funds to go to the Mt. Adams Chamber of Commerce for 
economic development. Maria Perez seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Kaufman said the Chamber is also looking for representation from the different areas to serve as part of 
the travel advisory council. 
 
Sandi Dickey volunteered to be the City of Bingen representative. 
 
Jim Smith, Klickitat Public Utility District 
Jim Smith introduced himself as the General Manager of the Klickitat Public Utility District (PUD). He 
provided an update to the city council on the PUD’s activities over the last year. 
 
The council thanked Smith for his update. 
 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund Loan (DWSRF Loan) – Contract Documents – 

Authorization to Sign 
Jan Brending said she has reviewed the contract documents. She said the city will set up a new fund for 
the loan as required by the contract and that the water department has the required reserves. 
 
Catherine Kiewit moved to authorize the mayor to sign the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund loan 
contract documents. Laura Mann seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
City Attorney – Recommendation and Request for Authorization to Enter into Contract 
Betty Barnes said interviews were conducted with two of the three candidates. She said Izzy Schroder 
was able to participate in one of the interviews. Barnes said based on the proposals and the interview 
process she is recommending the city enter into a contract with Chris Lanz. She said it was not an easy 
decision but felt that having the convenience of an attorney on this side of the river helped make the 
decision. Barnes said she also spoke with Izzy Schroder who is comfortable with Chris Lanz as the 
city’s attorney. She said she also likes the single person approach versus the team approach for a city 
attorney. 
 
Catherine Kiewit asked what will happen if Chris Lanz is not available to attend council meetings. 
 
Betty Barnes said there were times when Tad Connors was not available and feels it is doable.  
 
Tad Connors noted that Chris Lanz will have a partner. 
 
Laura Mann moved to enter into a contract for 2014 with Chris Lanz using the same contract language 
currently used with Tad Connors. Sandi Dickey seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
2014 Preliminary Budget Presentation 
Jan Brending provided a review of the 2014 preliminary budget. She noted the council will hold two 
public hearings on the budget on November 19th and December 3rd. Brending said the property tax levy 
will be on the council’s November 19th agenda. She said the budget includes a 1% increase in property 
taxes, a 5% increase in water rates and no increase in the sewer rates. Brending said the budget also 
maintains the ERU (equivalent residential unit) rate Bingen and White Salmon uses to fund the 
treatment plant. She said the City of White Salmon was notified of the proposal by e-mail. 
 
Brending said the police budget is currently higher than what White Salmon has currently budgeted. She 
noted that the department is not filling the vacant position at this time because of uncertainty about the 
interlocal agreement between the two cities beyond 2014 and budget constraints. Brending noted 
however, that things could change in 2014 and she feels it is better to have some extra funding budgeted. 
 
Brending said the budget provides for transferring funds to the General Equipment, Building 
Construction and Park Construction funds. She said the city will be audited on a three-year cycle after a 
discussion with the State Auditor’s Office. Brending noted that the city will have to have a single-year 
audit for 2014 in 2015 and it makes sense to postpone the 2012 and 2013 audit until 2015. 
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Brending noted that the electrical utility taxes is proposed to be split 21% to the Street fund and 79% to 
the General Fund. She said this is an increase for the Street fund from 14%. 
 
Brending also noted that the proposed budget anticipates closing the 1973 Bond Reserve and Bond 
Redemption Funds and moving the funds to the Treatment Plant Improvement Fund. She said she has 
notified the City of White Salmon who is in agreement with the proposal. 
 
Betty Barnes said the proposed budget also provides for moving the City Administrator back to full-time 
but keeping the Deputy Clerk at three-quarter time. She said that at this time the office will remain 
closed on Mondays. 
 
Laura Mann said this will allow the City Administrator to address a number of projects that are 
scheduled for next year and the ability to schedule meetings on Mondays. 
 
Betty Barnes noted that this will be evaluated as the city moves through 2014. 
 
Treasurer’s Report – September 2013 
Jan Brending presented the Treasurer’s Report for September 2013. 
 
Laura Mann moved to accept the Treasurer’s Report for September 2013. Sandi Dickey seconded the 
motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Old Business 

Hydrogen Sulfide Flyer – Proposed Printing Costs – Authorization 
Catherine Kiewit said she met with Jan Brending to review the language. The council discussed what 
size to print the flyer and when it was needed for publication to include in the November utility billing. 
 
Jan Brending said the cost to print and fold 11 x 17 size would be $430 and for 8 ½ x 11 would be $335. 
 
Laura Mann moved to move forward with printing the flyer on 8 ½ x 11 in color. Maria Perez seconded 
the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Mayor’s Update and Council Comments 
Skatepark Design 
Betty Barnes said Grindline Skateparks recommended in-field design changes that would be at no cost 
to the city. She said after reviewing the proposed changes and recommendations from Grindline she 
approved them. Barnes said she does not believe they will have a negative affect on the original design. 
 
Jan Brending provided documentation to the city council of the changes. 
 
Laura Mann suggested it might be possible to do something with the south bank for recognizing donors 
instead of building a wall. 
 
Catherine Kiewit said there is going to be a Tony Hawk Exhibition at OMSI in February. She said it 
would be nice if the city make contact with his office to see if he would visit the park if he is going to be 
in attendance. 
 
Jan Brending said she will try to make contact with his office. 
 
Christmas Street Tree Lights 
Jan Brending said 124 sets of lights are needed for the tree at a cost of approximately $400 including 
sales tax. She said she contacted Insitu to see where they had purchased the lights last year and learned 
they were from Lowe’s. Brending said that is where she got her pricing. She said she would ask for a 
discount when placing the order so additional lights could be purchased to have on hand. 
 
There was a consensus to purchase Christmas street tree lights with the monies coming from the Street 
Fund. 
 
Betty Barnes noted that she is working on the Christmas tree and parade and has identified a tentative 
date of December 21st which is a Saturday. 
 
Barnes said Larry Murphy has suggested using half-round barrels for fires and smores at the park during 
the event. There was a consensus of the council that was okay with appropriate safety measures in place. 
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Upcoming Council Meetings 
Maria Perez said she will miss the first meeting in December. 
 
Catherine Kiewit asked that the council packet for the first meeting in December be e-mailed to her as 
she will be out of town prior to the meeting. 
 
Animal Control 
Betty Barnes noted that Rick Johnson was not available to attend the meeting tonight but will be at the 
November 19th meeting. 
 
Staff and Committee Reports 
Building Official 
Jan Brending said she and Dean Nygaard met with Dave Nail to begin the transition in building officials. 
She said Nygaard will work with Nail for the next two months. Brending said Nygaard is working to 
close out the permits he has been working on. 
 
Solstice 
Jan Brending said Solstice has closed and is moving to Hood River. 
 
Bicycle Shop 
Jan Brending said a bicycle shop will be opening up where the Salon Kawaii was previously located. 
She said the owner also intends to sell skateboards. Brending said the name of the shop is Doctor 
Roscoe’s Holistic Bicycle Repair. 
 
C’s Market 
Jan Brending said the city received a notice from the State of Washington Liquor Board that the liquor 
license for C’s Market was being assumed by a new owner and business. She said the business appears 
to be going back to being called Bingen Market. 
 
Custom Interface 
Laura Mann said she attended the open house held by Custom Interface. She said when their facility 
opened up they had 110 employees and are now at 55. Mann said Custom Interface is looking forward to 
2014 and feels that things are looking up. 
 
Betty Barnes noted that she asked Laura Mann to attend representing the City of Bingen since she was 
out of town at the time. 
 
Vouchers 

Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 5, 2013. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: checks 16278-16314 (dated 11/05/13) totaling 
$83,135.77: Current – $5969.82; Street – $2841.41; Park Construction - $34544.27; Water - $23966.32; 
Sewer - $379.24; Treatment Plant - $3735.71; Water Construction - $2921.16; Sewer Construction - 
$8777.84. 
 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 5, 2013. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: checks 16276-16277 (dated 10/31/13) totaling 
$1428.08: Current – $1428.08.  
 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 5, 2013. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: EFT, payroll checks 16268-16275 (dated 10/31/2013)   
totaling $20994.32. Current – $9009.87; Street - $3010.89; Water - $2485.04; Sewer - $440.18; 
Treatment Plant - $6048.34. 
 
The council adjourned at 9:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
City Clerk       Mayor 


