
 

 

M E M O R A N D U M  
 

Date:  January 30, 2015  
To:  Lennard Jordan, Washington State Department of Ecology  
From:  Mark Daniel, AICP, The Watershed Company  
 
Subject:  City of Bingen SMP Update (Ecology Grant No. G1400528) 
 Community Visioning Report (Deliverable 6.1) 

Background 
As part of the City of Bingen (City) Shoreline Master Program (SMP) update, the City is 
required per its grant agreement with the Washington State Department of Ecology to 
conduct a community visioning process.  Specifically, the grant agreement directs: 

Conduct a community visioning process with as many participants representing 
as many interests as possible to help determine goals for future use of local 
shoreline jurisdiction.  Conduct this visioning process with respect to the SMP 
Shoreline Inventory and Characterization findings, SMA policies, and the SMP 
Guidelines.  The visioning process should help identify shoreline issues and 
opportunities.  The product will be a community visioning report that 
summarizes visioning activities, comments, recommendations, and goals.  

This memorandum summarizes the community visioning process. 

Open House 
To conduct the community visioning process, a public open house was held at Bingen 
City Hall on Wednesday, October 27, from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  The open house was 
publicized via mail, the posting of flyers, and the City website.  Five people attended the 
meeting, including City staff, elected officials, and members of the public. 

The open house featured several exhibits, including copies of the draft Shoreline 
Analysis Report, posters of select maps from the shoreline inventory, a poster of the 
project timeline, and a station where spatial data related to the SMP update could be 
seen over aerial imagery in Google Earth.  Meeting attendees were invited to view these 
exhibits, ask questions, and share any concerns.  Summaries of comments expressed by 
meeting participants are provided below. 

 Comments from Meeting Participants: 

• The SMP update should recognize that existing businesses in shoreline 
jurisdiction engage in extensive water-related business activities and should 
facilitate the ability of such businesses to conduct existing and new water-
related business activities. 
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• Ensure that the SMP update provides existing businesses in shoreline 
jurisdiction the flexibility needed to adapt their facilities in shoreline 
jurisdiction to changing market conditions. 

• Existing flood maps for the City appear inaccurate in certain areas.  The City 
should consider upgrading the flood maps. 
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