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17.65.020  Definitions. 

 

A. “Best available science” means current scientific information used in the process to 

designate, protect, or restore critical areas, that is, derived from a valid scientific 

process as defined by WAC 365-195-900 through 925. 

 

B. “Best management practices” (BMPs) means conservation practices or systems of 

practices and management measures that:  

 

1. Control soil loss and reduce water quality degradation caused by high 

concentrations of nutrients, animal waste, toxics, and sediment; 

 

2. Minimize adverse impacts to surface water and groundwater flow and 

circulation patterns and to the chemical, physical, and biological 

characteristics of wetlands; 

 

3. Protect trees and vegetation designated to be retained during and following 

site construction and use native plant species appropriate to the site for re-

vegetation of disturbed areas; and  

 

4. Provide standards for proper use of chemical herbicides within critical areas. 

 

C. “Buffer” means an area that is contiguous to and protects a critical area which is 

required for the continued maintenance, functioning, and/or structural stability of a 

critical area. 

 

D. “Creation” means the manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological 

characteristics to develop a wetland on an upland or deepwater site, where a 

wetland did not previously exist. Creation results in a gain in wetland acreage and 

function. A typical action is the excavation of upland soils to elevations that will 

produce a wetland hydroperiod and hydric soils, and support the growth of 

hydrophytic plant species. 

 

E. “Critical areas” means any of the following areas or ecosystems: fish and wildlife 

habitat conservation areas, geologically hazardous areas, frequently flooded areas, 

and wetlands, as defined in RCW 36.70A and this chapter. 

 

F. “Enhancement” means the manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological 

characteristics of a wetland to heighten, intensify or improve specific function(s) or 

to change the growth stage or composition of the vegetation present. Enhancement 

is undertaken for specified purposes such as water quality improvement, flood 

water retention, or wildlife habitat. Enhancement results in a change in wetland 

function(s) and can lead to a decline in other wetland functions, but does not result 

in a gain in wetland acres. Examples are planting vegetation, controlling non-native 

or invasive species, and modifying site elevations to alter hydroperiods. 
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G. "Fish and wildlife habitat conservation areas" means areas that serve a critical role 

in sustaining needed habitats and species for the functional integrity of the 

ecosystem, and which, if altered, may reduce the likelihood that the species will 

persist over the long term. These areas may include, but are not limited to, rare or 

vulnerable ecological systems, communities, and habitat or habitat elements 

including seasonal ranges, breeding habitat, winter range, and movement corridors; 

and areas with high relative population density or species richness. The city may 

also designate locally important habitats and species. Fish and wildlife habitat 

conservation areas does not include such artificial features or constructs as 

irrigation delivery systems, irrigation infrastructure, irrigation canals, or drainage 

ditches that lie within the boundaries of and are maintained by a port district or an 

irrigation district or company. 

 

H. "Frequently flooded areas" means lands in the floodplain subject to at least a one 

percent or greater chance of flooding in any given year, or within areas subject to 

flooding due to high groundwater. These areas include, but are not limited to, 

streams, rivers, lakes, coastal areas, wetlands, and areas where high groundwater 

forms ponds on the ground surface. 

 

I. “Functions and values” means the services provided by critical areas to society, 

including, but not limited to, improving and maintaining water quality, providing 

fish and wildlife habitat, supporting terrestrial and aquatic food chains, reducing 

flooding and erosive flows, wave attenuation, historical or archaeological 

importance, educational opportunities, and recreation. 

 

J. "Geologically hazardous areas" means areas that because of their susceptibility to 

erosion, sliding, earthquake, or other geological events may not be suited to siting 

commercial, residential, or industrial development consistent with public health or 

safety concerns. Some geological hazards may be reduced or mitigated by 

engineering, design or modified construction or mining practices so that risk to 

public health and safety is minimized. 

 

K “Native growth” means plant species that are indigenous to the Bingen area. 

 

L. “Native Growth Protection Area” means an area where native vegetation is 

preserved for the purpose of preventing harm to property and the environment, 

including, but not limited to, controlling surface water runoff and erosion, 

maintaining slope stability, buffering, and protecting plants and animal habitat. 

 

M. “Practical alternative” means an alternative that is available and capable of being 

carried out after taking into consideration cost, existing technology, and logistics in 

light of overall project purposes, with less of an impact to critical areas. 

 

N. “Preservation” means the removal of a threat to, or preventing the decline of, 

wetland conditions by an action in or near a wetland. This term includes the 

purchase of land or easements, repairing water control structures or fences, or 
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structural protection. Preservation does not result in a gain of wetland acres but may 

result in a gain in functions over the long term. 

 

O. “Project area” means all areas, including those within 50 feet of the area, proposed 

to be disturbed, altered, or used by the proposed activity or the construction of any 

proposed structures. When the action binds the land, such as a subdivision, short 

subdivision, binding site plan, planned unit development, or rezone, the project area 

shall include the entire parcel, at a minimum. 

 

P. “Qualified professional” means a person with experience and training in the 

pertinent scientific discipline, and who is a qualified scientific expert with expertise 

appropriate for the relevant critical area subject in accordance with WAC 365-195-

905(4). A qualified professional must have obtained a B.S. or B.A. or equivalent 

degree in biology, engineering, environmental studies, fisheries, geomorphology, or 

related field, and two years of related work experience. 

 

1.  A qualified professional for habitats or wetlands must have a degree in 

biology and professional experience related to the subject species.  

 

2.  A qualified professional for a geological hazard must be a professional 

engineer or geologist, licensed in the state of Washington.  

 

Q. “Re-establishment” means the manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological 

characteristics of a site with the goal of returning natural or historic functions to a 

former wetland. Re-establishment results in rebuilding a former wetland and results 

in a gain in wetland acres and functions. Activities could include removing fill, 

plugging ditches, or breaking drain tiles. 

 

R. “Rehabilitation” means the manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological 

characteristics of a site with the goal of repairing natural or historic functions and 

processes of a degraded wetland. Rehabilitation results in a gain in wetland function 

but does not result in gain in wetland acres. Activities could involve breaching a 

dike to reconnect wetlands to a floodplain or returning tidal influence to a wetland.  

 

S. “Repair” or “maintenance” means an activity that restores the character, scope, size, 

and design of a serviceable area, structure, or land use to its previously authorized 

and undamaged condition. Activities that change the character, size, or scope of a 

project beyond the original design and drain, dredge, fill, flood, or otherwise alter 

critical areas are not included in this definition. 

 

T. “Restoration” means measures taken to restore an altered or damaged natural 

feature, including: 

 

1. Active steps taken to restore damaged wetlands, streams, protected habitat, 

or their buffers to the functioning condition that existed prior to an 

unauthorized alteration; and  
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2. Actions performed to re-establish structural and functional characteristics of 

the critical area that have been lost by alteration, past management activities, 

or catastrophic events. 

 

U. “Wetland” or “wetlands” means areas that are inundated or saturated by surface 

water or groundwater at a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that 

under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation typically 

adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands generally include swamps, 

marshes, bogs, and similar areas. Wetlands do not include those artificial wetlands 

intentionally created from nonwetland sites, grass-lined swales, canals, detention 

facilities, wastewater treatment facilities, farm ponds, and landscape amenities, or 

those wetlands created after July 1, 1990, that were unintentionally created as a 

result of the construction of a road, street, or highway. Wetlands may include those 

artificial wetlands intentionally created from nonwetland areas to mitigate 

conversion of wetlands. 

 

V. “Wetland mosaic” means an area with a concentration of multiple small wetlands, 

in which each patch of wetland is less than one acre; on average, patches are less 

than 100 feet from each other; and areas delineated as vegetated wetland are more 

than 50 percent of the total area of the entire mosaic, including uplands and open 

water. 

 


