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BINGEN CITY COUNCIL 
 
 

 MINUTES – October 2, 2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Pro Tempore Catherine Kiewit at 7:02 pm. Mayor Betty 
Barnes was present for part of the meeting. Council Members Present: Laura Mann, Phil Jones, Isolde 
Schroder, Ryan O’Connor (via telephone). Staff Members Present: City Clerk/Treasurer Cheyenne 
Willey, Public Works Superintendent David Spratt, City Attorney Chris Lanz. Audience Present: Ken 
Park, Michelle Bishai. 
 
Public Comment 
Michelle Bishai, Maple Street Property Owner 
Michelle Bishai explained that runoff and stormwater runs down Maple Street and floods her building. 
She shared photos with the council showing the foundation as being lower than the street and connected 
by a cement pad. She said she had poured hydraulic cement, but it did not solve the issue.  
 
Bishai said she had spoken with the road crew, and that it was suggested that a wall might be helpful. 
She said the road crew told her that Humboldt Street was going to be redone which would address the 
issue, but that they suggested she come to City council to share his concerns. She said the road crew put 
sandbags there for her to help reroute the water temporarily.  
 
Mayor Barnes arrived at 7:08. Mayor Pro Tempore Kiewit continued to chair the meeting. 
 
Councilmember Schroder asked Bishai what solution she would like to see.  
 
Bishai said a retaining wall had been suggested to her.  
 
Mayor Barnes said sand bags would be the best solution for now, since any construction would have to 
be approved by engineers and could pose an issue with the Humboldt Street project. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Kiewit suggested Clerk Treasurer Willey and Spratt take a look and evaluate the 
situation.  
 
Bishai mentioned that a temporary culvert could be made to redirect water to the street. 
 
Tammy Kaufman, Insitu 
Tammy Kaufman stated that she received the Mayor’s request for a letter of support and was working on 
getting that for the City.  
 
Kaufman invited the council to the Gorge Economic Symposium to be held on November 2, 2018, and 
noted that the President of Insitu would be providing the keynote.  
 
Mayor Barnes added that the letter of support was for the City’s Department of Ecology funding 
application. She said the letters were needed by October 10, 2018, to meet the October 15 application 
filing deadline.  
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Police Department Update 
Mayor Barnes noted that there had been some recent vandalism. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Spratt explained that the vandal had spray painted a smiling face with the 
letters BGN and CMK in purple paint on the City park bathrooms, a Lions Club school bus stop, a 
retaining wall by the Bingen Baptist church, and on the wall of local business Sweet Things by Julie. 
 
Mayor Barnes said at one point it was suggested to buy an infrared light to help the surveillance camera 
capture images after dark. 
 
Mayor Pro Tempore Kiewit said she knew money had been budgeted for a camera in the past, and 
suggested that maybe that had been the purpose.   
 
Councilmember Schroder asked how the graffiti was dealt with.  
 
Superintendent Spratt said if the surface was clean, the paint can be scrubbed off, and if the surface can’t 
be cleaned then it was painted over.  
 
Mayor Barnes also informed the council that a local business was burglarized badly.  
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes – September 4, 2018 
Corrections were noted as follows: 
 
Page 1, paragraph 11  
“Hepner said he had spoken with WSDOT about the paperwork required for possibly placing the 
signs along State highways 141 and 14 about the paperwork required.” 
 
Page 4, paragraph 7  
“Wetch explained the conclusion was yes, that there was extremely high loading, but that did not 
change the previous recommendation.” 
 
Council Member Mann moved to approve the meeting minutes of the September 4, 2018 regular council 
meeting as corrected. Council Member Jones seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes – September 18, 2018 
Corrections were noted as follows: 
 
Page 1, paragraph 1  
“Council Members Present: Laura Mann, Ryan O’Connor, Phil Jones, Isolde Schroder (via telephone).” 
 
Page 4, Paragraph 4  
“Councilmember Jones asked about a section of the agreement regarding the City’s liability for 
damages.” 
 
Page 4, Paragraph 5  
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“Mayor Pro Tempore Kiewit said she thought that was standard to have it covered by insurance.”  
 
Page 4, Paragraph 11  
Councilmember Schroder said she had spoken with a local artist craftsman about the damaged ceramic 
around the Daubenspeck Park drinking fountain, and was looking into suggestions for repairing the 
mosaic. 
 
Council Member Schroder moved to approve the meeting minutes of the September 18, 2018 regular 
council meeting as corrected. Council Member Mann seconded the motion and it was unanimously 
passed. 
 
Old Business 
USDA Funding – Update 
Clerk Treasurer Willey explained the current status of the USDA funding application. She said the funds 
had been obligated and the City was now just waiting on the official letter. Willey also said she 
participated in a conference call along with Mayor Barnes and Councilmember Kiewit regarding the 
loan process. 
 
Mayor Barnes noted that interim financing was required and that Clerk Treasurer Willey was looking 
into the possibility of an Interfund loan being an acceptable option. 
 
Traffic Calming Signage – Update 
Councilmember Kiewit asked Clerk Treasurer Willey if she had been able to speak with WSDOT yet. 
 
Clerk Treasurer Willey said she had called WSDOT and left a message that was later returned, and that 
she was asked to speak with a different contact point within WSDOT, but was apparently misdirected 
and hadn’t had any luck reaching someone who could answer her questions. 
 
The council discussed “Do Not Enter” signage as a possibility for the intersection of SR 141 and 
Jefferson Street East. 
 
Councilmember Mann said she would like to hear from WSDOT on the matter. 
 
Councilmember Schroder asked about traffic change signage. 
 
Public Works Superintendent David Spratt said he was able to obtain the necessary signage from 
Klickitat County Public Works. 
 
Clerk Treasurer Willey said she would look into implementation schedules for traffic pattern changes. 
 
Councilmember Jones asked Public Works Superintendent Spratt how removable speed bumps might 
affect the road surface. 
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Mayor Barnes suggested that water could get into the hole where the bump was bolted down and could 
freeze and melt, affecting the road surface. 
 
Councilmember Schroder said while making paths less desirable might be better idea, speed bumps 
seemed like a hassle. She suggested that maybe if signage didn’t work then the council could address the 
need for speed bumps and or a lower posted speed. 
 
Councilmember Kiewit asked Clerk Treasurer Willey to follow up with Chief Hepner regarding the 
traffic sign discussion. 
 
Councilmember Schroder addressed the gravel shoulder next to the school bus stop on Jefferson Street. 
She said kids play there and that she had been wondering if there was a way to make it safer, but has 
noticed that it’s not as much of an issue now that school is back in session, less people are parking there. 
She said she had decided not to follow up at this time. 
 
Mayor’s Update and Council Comments 
Wastewater Characterization Study 
Mayor Barnes said that Gray & Osborne had gone over budget by about $12,000. She explained she was 
hoping to have the council review the request that the City pay half of that, at $5,400. 
 
Barnes said she thought it was reasonable to pay the $5,400 since the City was asking a lot of Gray & 
Osborne.  
 
Councilmember Mann said based on the questions and research she had requested on the Technical 
Memorandum, more billable hours would be coming. She said she didn’t know that the total bill had 
overrun that much. Mann said overspending by half was not a small amount, but she understood that 
Gray & Osborne was making a concession by only charging half of the amount spent beyond the initial 
agreement. 
 
Councilmember Kiewit said she would like to discuss where money would come from. 
 
Councilmember O’Connor asked if the study was a required part of the Wastewater Treatment Plant 
design.  
 
Councilmember Kiewit said yes, and that the Department of Ecology had also requested it, and noted 
that the information obtained would also be crucial for future plant upgrades.   
 
Mayor Barnes said the study was necessary for the Wastewater Treatment Plant Master Plan and would 
be necessary to plan future expansions. 
 
Councilmember Schroder moved to approve the requested adjusted amount of $5,400 for the additional 
two months of work in July and August, 2018, pending more details regarding total upcoming costs. 
Councilmember Mann seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Councilmember Mann said she and Councilmember Kiewit would be having a conference call with 
Gray & Osborne on Friday October 5, 2018 about the study. She said she had several questions 
regarding the study, the memo, and future planning. 
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Councilmember Mann said she was getting the impression that there was a need to have the study and 
memo finalized prior to the next council meeting in order to submit an application for funding to the 
Department of Ecology by October 15th, 2018. 
 
Councilmember Mann elaborated on the questions she had compiled regarding the study. 
 
Councilmember Kiewit moved to approve the draft technical memorandum and Wastewater 
Characterization Study from Gray & Osborne as complete pending final edits to be clarified with the 
Water and Sewer Committee on Friday, October 5. Councilmember Jones seconded the motion, and it 
passed unanimously. 
 
Councilmember Mann asked Clerk Treasurer Willey to share with Gray & Osborne that the application 
for Department of Ecology Funding could be submitted after the conference call on Friday, October 5, 
2018. 
 
Mayor Barnes said she had met with BNSF about quiet zones, and that she also spoke with Senator 
King. Barnes said in conversations with BNSF she found out that they do not decide the quiet zones, the 
Federal Railroad Administration does. She said the City needs to start an application for a silent zone. 
She noted that the City of Cascade locks has been working on an application for 3 years and still has not 
received their requested quiet zone. Barnes said the City will need to get going on the process if a quiet 
zone is to be obtained any time soon.  
 
Barnes said letters of support from the local businesses would be helpful in the quiet zone process, and 
that she wanted to include the private crossing to the east of Bingen in the application as well. She said 
ideally the quiet zone would extend from White Salmon’s crossing to the west, to the Dickey Farms 
crossing to the east. She said she wanted to see the application ready before the end of the year. She also 
expressed appreciation for the legwork done by Senator King’s staff. 
  
Barnes mentioned that she had also met with the Port of Hood River, and said it was a wonderful 
meeting. She said those in attendance were all in agreement that they would will serve on the advisory 
committee. She said the most important thing right now was not so much the decision making or 
agreements, but instead that everyone focus on just getting through final Environmental Impact Study. 
Barnes said she was very happy that everyone at the meeting had been able to listen to each other and 
respond in a positive manner. 
 
Barnes noted that City Hall had been very busy with the State Auditors. 
 
Public Works Superintendent Spratt talked to the PUD about the Maple Street streetlights that weren’t 
working. He said that four of the lights belonged to the PUD and that one belonged to the City. He said 
the one belonging to the City might be under warranty. 
 
Councilmember Kiewit mentioned that the drain at the bottom of the skatepark was plugged up. She said 
the dustpan was also missing and the covers over the bases of the basketball court light poles were bent 
and had sharp edges.  
 
Public Works Superintendent Spratt said he ordered new chain for the swings at the park. 
 
Executive Session 
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Betty Barnes announced at 8:30 pm that the City Council will go into Executive Session for 15 minutes 
to discuss potential litigation pursuant to RCW 42.30.110(1)(i). 
  
At 8:45 pm the Council resumed regular session. 
 
Voucher Approval 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date October 2, 2018.  
 
The council by unanimous vote does approve for payment the following list:  
 
Checks 20274-20301 and Payroll EFT (Dated 9/28/18) totaling $26,998.60. General Fund - $12,198.32, 
Street Fund - $4,154.06, Water Fund - $2,961.33, Sewer Fund - $525.01, Treatment Plant Fund - 
$7,159.88. 
 
Checks 20276-20298 and EFT (Dated 10/02/18) totaling $95,944.16. General Fund - $62,520.65, Street 
Fund - $1,948.15, Street Construction and Maintenance Fund - $537.74, Water Fund - $8,579.95, Sewer 
Fund - $6,919.01, Treatment Plant Fund - $4,879.98. 
 
The council adjourned at 9:00 pm. 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
City Clerk       Mayor 


