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BINGEN CITY COUNCIL 

 

DRAFT MINUTES – December 4, 2018 

The meeting was called to order by Mayor Betty Barnes at 6:59 pm. Council Members Present: Catherine 
Kiewit, Laura Mann, Phil Jones, Ryan O’Connor (via telephone), Isolde Schroder, Student Council Member 
Cesar Robles. Staff Members Present: Mayor Betty Barnes, Public Works Superintendent David Spratt. 
Audience Present: Ken Park, Kris Schaedel, Bryan (Gray and Osborne) 

Public Comment  

Kris Schaedel, City Resident 
Schaedel suggested that council meetings be held earlier in the day; Councilmember Kiewit responded by 
noting that over time, different components of the council meetings have changed. Kiewit also added that 
it would be more difficult for those working full-time jobs to attend. 

In addition to this, Schaedel commented on the ditch scraping that had occurred on East Jefferson Street; 
she mentioned that the ditches were eroding, making steep banks and causing property to be unstable. 
Schaedel also added that if the City were to embark on a project similar to this in the future, she would be 
willing to work with the City to avoid this from happening. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – November 6, 2018 

Corrections were noted as follows:  

Page 1, Attendance List 

Isolde Schroder was not present. 

Page 1, Paragraph 9 

“Councilmember Mann clarified details asked for clarification regarding the term and appointment of 
the representative.” 

Page 4, Paragraph 7 

“Kiewit said she had a realization that her background was in art, art history, and public art; she also 
mentioned that she could take a more active role into the design.” 

Councilmember Laura Mann moved to approve the meeting minutes of the November 6, 2018 regular 
council meeting as corrected. Councilmember Jones seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes – November 20, 2018 

Corrections were as follows: 
Page 1, Attendance List 

Student Councilmember Cesar Robles was in attendance. 

Page 3, Paragraph 4 

“Councilmember Mann said she and Councilmember Kiewit had attended a recent meeting with Gray & 
Osborne, the City of White Salmon, the City of Bingen, and the Port of Klickitat. Prior to the joint 
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meeting, Mann and Kiewit met with John Hoss at the facility to discuss and further review 
suggestions.” 

Page 3, Paragraph 5 

“Councilmember Mann said she had been very nervous initially concerned since there was so much 
going on.” 

Page 3, Paragraph 9 

“Councilmember Jones asked if there had been any discussion of requirements for pretreatment of 
discharge from Everybody’s Brewing. of high BOD waste.” 

Page 3, Paragraph 11 

“Councilmember Kiewit noted that the City of White Salmon had agreed to pay their portion of the cost 
of the contract amendment necessary for Gray & Osborne to finish the Wastewater Characterization 
Study and Technical Memorandum.” 

Page 4, Paragraph 1 

“Councilmember Mann said she went to Roosevelt and got to see toured the landfill with the Solid 
Waste Advisory Committee (SWAC). She was impressed with its operation.” 

Councilmember Phil Jones moved to approve the meeting minutes of the November 6, 2018 regular 
council meeting as corrected. Councilmember Kiewit seconded the motion and it was unanimously 
passed. 

Gray & Osborne Update 

Wastewater Treatment Plant and Collections System Plan, Bryan 

Bryan explained that the first two pages of the provided document were straight forward, a simple 
reiteration of what was discussed in previous meetings. Bryan added that Grey & Osborne had been 
working on applying for funds for grants. Mayor Barnes noted that the City would have to spend their 
own money first before receiving grant funds. Bryan mentioned that the project is on schedule and that 
the proposed collection system will come first, with construction beginning by 2019 and ending June 
2021. Bryan also said that the BNSF project for the traffic calming project was in the works, as was the 
WSDOT permit/directives for sewer guidelines; Bryan was sure to add that both WSDOT and BNSF 
were immensely cooperative. 

Councilmember Mann questioned if the City of White Salmon would also be paying for costs in 
cooperation with the City of Bingen. Bryan answered that costs would be specifically broken up to 
Bingen and White Salmon.  

Councilmember Kiewit asked if cameras would be required to go through the newly implemented sewer 
lines before use. Bryan stated that TV inspection would be required for lines across Depot and Steuben 
Street and other side sewers. For the new gravity sewers, said Bryan, the contractor would TV the lines as 
required by code. Councilmember Mann asked if the Highway 14 portion of the project would be TVed as 
well, to which Bryan responded that there would be no need for it as there was no traffic. 

Councilmember Mann inquired about the construction timeline on the roundabout. Mayor Barnes added 
that construction on the underpass would begin around 2020. Mann added that it is critical for the two 
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projects to be coordinated so Highway 14 is not blocked on both sides of the City. Bryan added that steel 
casing around the sewer lines would be necessary to compensate for traffic weight and could even be 
covered with steel plates or filled with cold-mix asphalt temporarily for traffic during construction (as per 
WSDOT). Bryan was clear that this would allow for construction to be done partially and then completely 
on one night.  

Councilmember Mann found the document very helpful and thanked Grey & Osborne for making the 
document easy to read. Councilmember Kiewit asked if the City of White Salmon had also received one; 
Bryan affirmed they did. 

Gray & Osborne Contract Amendment 

Proposed Amendment No. 1 

Councilmember Mann asked for clarification on the document’s numbers. Mayor Barnes responded by 
mentioning that the City would pay around 10,000 dollars and Grey and Osborne would pay 10,024 
dollars, completing the sum of 20,000 dollars. Barnes clarified that the reason for the discrepancy was due 
to the fact that the city would be going directly through BNSF for fees.  

Councilmember O’Connor mentioned that he had not received the latest collection system plans via 
email. 

The council thanked Bryan, who will return in January, for his time.  

Councilmember Kiewit moved to approve the updated contract as corrected with amended numbers. 
Councilmember Schroder seconded the motion, and it was unanimously passed.  

Proposed Agreement with Klickitat County for 2019 Inmate Housing 

Mayor Barnes opened the discussion by noting that City Attorney Chris Lanz (who was not present) had 
questions on the fifth item of the second page. She noted that Lanz was concerned that the City might 
unjustly be paying for pre-convicted felons (who had been arrested on warrants) based on the ambiguous 
terms in the contract.  

Because Lanz was not present, Councilmember Mann motioned to table the discussion. Councilmember 
Jones seconded the motion, and it was unanimously passed. 

Public Hearing – Proposed 2019 Budget 

Proposed Purchase of Speed Signage 

Mayor Barnes added that because Deputy Clerk Willey was in absentia, it would be better to wait on 
discussing the purchase of speed signs. Councilmember Schroder questioned this, and Mayor Barnes 
mentioned that it would be best to wait until 2019, when the budget has been amended and there is more 
room for other expenses. Councilmember Kiewit asked if the quote with the favorable price (8778 
dollars) would be extended to 2019. Councilmember Schroder also asked if it would be more economical 
to purchase four relocatable speed signs rather than three for purposes of discount and then sell the fourth 
to the Bingen-White Salmon Police Department or the City of White Salmon. Kiewit added that Police 
Chief Hepner wanted to purchase some for his own department, and that the City of White Salmon was 
thinking about purchasing as well. Nonetheless, Mayor Barnes noted that the expenses would be put into 
the budget after January 2019 and then added for budgeting.  

Proposed Budgeting 
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Councilmember Kiewit proposed permitting budget amendments to the new numbers; she noted that she, 
Councilmember Jones, City Clerk Willey, and Mayor Barnes had met to discuss the budget.  

Kiewit was keen to note that a handful of items needed to be forecasted: budget items that Willey had 
discussed that could not be added to the budget earlier because she did not get end-of-year statements and 
others because she had questions for Jan Brending. Kiewit also added that there were no huge surprises as 
Brending was conservative with the budget, which the city council would like to see continue in the 
budget.  

Kris Schaedel asked if the budget was available online, to which Kiewit confirmed. Mayor Barnes noted 
that the budget was a work in progress. 

Councilmember Schroder expressed her gratitude for the budget presentation by Willey and her efforts to 
make it understandable. Mayor Barnes quickly added that it was Willey’s first budget, so it is important 
for her to be conservative, especially in the learning stages. With this, Mayor Betty closed the public 
hearing. Councilmember Mann also expressed her satisfaction with Willey’s job. 

Councilmember Mann asked which projects would incur the highest expenses and was satisfied to hear 
that the Humboldt Street project, the Highway 14 Traffic Calming project, and the Wastewater Collection 
System would have a large impact on the budget. Mayor Barnes added that USDA grants would help with 
incurred costs, but that City money would have to be used in order to be reimbursed. 

Councilmember Mann also questioned Public Works Superintendent David Spratt, asking if the project 
would disrupt daily operations. Spratt acknowledged that the Humboldt Street project would come soon, 
followed by the sewer line project in 2019. 

Mayor Barnes also added that although the city attempted to receive external funding based on hardship, 
the City knew they would not receive assistance. Councilmember Jones stated that even though grant 
money was not given out, a 2.34 percent interest loan would not have been that favorable. 

Upon looking at the last page, Councilmember Mann affirmed that she would like to look at the next 
published edition of the budget once Deputy Clerk Willey makes end-of-year changes.  

Old Business 

Public Works Update – David Spratt 

Public Works Superintendent David Spratt gave an update on the City’s holiday decorations and events. 
Spratt said the newly-acquired Christmas tree would be erected on Thursday or Friday of the week. He 
also added that there are two trees in the City where outlets do not work; Spratt claims he replaced the 
power boxes last year, but that he could not diagnose the problem this year. Mayor Barnes suggested that 
they wait to fix the outlets until summertime. Councilmember Kiewit then asked Spratt to mark trees with 
broken outlets. 

Santa Parade 

Mayor Barnes was sure to clarify that the annual Santa Parade would take place December 15th at 6:30 
pm; She mentioned that her and Willey had been receiving help with decoration. She stated that food and 
drinks will be donated from Beneventi’s Pizza, a local joint. 

Councilmember Schroder asked if there would be fire pits at the event. She also questioned if the event 
would be advertised on the Chamber’s Facebook page. In addition to this, it was affirmed by Mayor 
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Barnes that the same Santa would be in attendance and that lights would be fixed for this year, citing a 
potential opportunity for community service. Schroder added that models should be replaced with LEDs. 

Park Bathroom Door Tampering 

Public Works Superintendent reported to the council that someone had destroyed the electronic lock on 
both of Daubenspeck Park’s bathrooms without any clear motive. Spratt added that although it is unsure 
who did it, camera footage of the event does not clearly capture the culprit due to lighting issues and 
motion sensor defaults. Upon inquiry by Councilmember Kiewit, Spratt clarified that the Bingen-White 
Salmon Police Department had been notified and will conduct a thorough investigation. Mayor Barnes 
prompted that the council might want to invest in new infrared cameras; Councilmember Schroder added 
that the council demo the cameras before purchase. Kiewit added that if there are recommendations of 
camera or lock systems, the council should be contacted, although Spratt stated that the locks would 
arrive in the next week. Kiewit recognized that the City’s bathrooms are frequently clean, and even 
though they are public, they are very decent.  

The Society Hotel 

Public Works Superintendent David Spratt mentioned that at the last council meeting, the Society Hotel 
was required to have 47 off-street parking spots, but there was no mention of on-street parking; Spratt 
surmised that trees were planted where the sidewalk should have gone, avoiding the sidewalk completely. 
Councilmember Kiewit worried that the sidewalk should be implemented before the trees gain root.  

Huckleberry Festival Meeting 

Councilmember Mann said that a meeting should be scheduled with the Huckleberry Festival committee 
for the next year in order to be more proactive. Mayor Barnes agreed, citing that she wanted to be on the 
same page. 

Brush Pickup 

Councilmember Mann thanked the Public Works Department for picking up brush for the City. Public 
Works Superintendent Spratt referenced the list of the participants in the operative and stated that the 
same citizens of Bingen are on the list every year. Upon hearing this, Councilmember Kiewit asked if the 
pickup was being advertised enough; Mayor Barnes said that the message was on every water bill and on 
the City website. Kiewit proposed that in future years the City go door-to-door with the message, 
hopefully raising the participation levels (20 percent in 2018). Councilmember Mann added that the 
streets with the most trees had the most participants.   

Mayor’s Update and Council Comments 

Meeting Updates 

Mayor Barnes addressed stipulations for the roundabout object, asking Councilmember Kiewit to read 
RCW laws for more information. Barnes added that the council should plan to attend the 12/6 Society 
Hotel meeting at 4:00 pm and the 12/10 Bridge Kickoff meeting at 6:00 pm at the Best Western. 
Additionally, Barnes asked Kiewit if she could attend the 12/13 Roadmap for WA Future meeting at the 
White Salmon Fire Hall. 
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Railroad Quiet Zones 

Mayor Barnes spoke with Senator King on railroad quiet zones; King believed that the City should wait 
on letters and submit the application to BNSF first. Barnes added that the City should get a press release 
and upload the information to the Chamber and City website. Barnes encouraged personal letters, noting 
that they had more weight than anonymous ones or form letters, which would be available at City Hall. 
Councilmember Mann proposed that the entire city and those affected by train noises sign a petition for 
the zone. 

January 2019 Meeting Schedule 

Councilmember Schroder asked if there would be a meeting on January 1, 2019.  Mayor Barnes assured 
that there are no meetings on holidays, so the meeting could either be moved to the next day (1/2) or the 
next Tuesday (1/8); Barnes clarified that the date the council meeting would take place would be 
according to Clerk Willey. 

Building Inspector 

Councilmember Mann asked upon inquiry from residents of the City if the City Building Manager had 
been doing his work in a timely manner. Mayor Barnes affirmed that there were no complaints and that he 
was timely and punctual, even though he has been dealing heavily with Underwood and the Society 
Hotel.  

Voucher Approval 

Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date December 4, 2018.  

The council by unanimous vote does approve for payment the following list:  

Checks 20388-20392 and Payroll EFT (Dated 11/30/18) totaling $26,069.04. General Fund - $11,919.25, 
Street Fund - $3,929.32, Water Fund - $2,722.78, Sewer Fund - $501.98, Treatment Plant Fund - 
$6,995.71. 

Checks 20385-20387 (Dated 11/21/18) totaling $48,308.98. Street Construction. - $5,164.37, Water Fund 
- $4,283.42, Sewer Fund - $4,741.92, Drinking Water Loan - $28,393.74, Sewer Capital Fund $5,725.53. 

Checks 20393-20410 (Dated 12/04/18) totaling $54,323.35. General Fund - $36,077.38, Street Fund - 
$2,334.05, Water Fund - $11,886.67, Sewer Fund - $391.87, Treatment Plant Fund - $3,633.38. 

The council adjourned at 8:28 p.m. 

 

 

________________________________   ___________________________________ 

City Clerk       Mayor 

 

 


