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BINGEN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 

 

November 4, 2014 

 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Betty J. Barnes at 7:00 p.m. Council members present: Betty 
Barnes, Stephanie Porter, Maria Perez, Sandi Dickey, and Catherine Kiewit. Council members absent: 
Izzy Schroder.  City Attorney Chris Lanz, City Administrator Jan Brending, Fire Captain David Spratt 
and Police Chief Tracy Wyckoff were present. Audience: Amber Marra, Mike Foley, Tamara Kaufman, 
Karla Spratt. 
 
Approval of Minutes – October 21, 2014 

Corrections to the meeting minutes of the October 21, 2014 regular council meeting were noted as 
follows: 
 
Page 1, 1st paragraph, move Police Chief Tracy Wyckoff from audience section to staff section. 
 
Page 1, 6th paragraph should read “Betty Barnes provided a message to the council members from 
herself as a friendly reminder that council members should be aware of the things they may need to do 
such as licensing dogs, obtaining yard sale permits, etc. particularly as council members represent the 
City of Bingen.” 
 
Page 3, 3rd paragraph, last sentence should read “She said that when Stan Dickey felled his trees he 
actually made money.” 
 
Page 3, 7th paragraph should read “Sandi Dickey said that if anyone has any questions she could provide 
some assistance since she and Stan Dickey have gone through the process of removing damaged trees.” 
 
Page 4, 4th paragraph, last sentence should read “She said the pool has now changed the requirement and 
insurance can be offered to the council and mayors at no cost to the city, i.e. the members would have to 
pay for the insurance themselves.” 
 
Stephanie Porter moved to approve the minutes of the October 21, 2014 regularly scheduled meeting as 
corrected.  Sandi Dickey seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  
 
Crude by Rail Emergency Response Training Review 
David Spratt, Fire Captain, provided a review of the Crude by Rail Emergency Response Training that 
took place last week in Colorado. He said that he and representatives from White Salmon Fire 
Department and Fire District 3 attended the training. A video put together by Cody Crone with Fire 
District 3 was shown as an overview of the training. 
 
Bingen-White Salmon Police Department Update 
Tracy Wyckoff said he has interviewed candidates for the entry-level position and has made an offer to 
an individual contingent upon completing the background portion of the process which he hopes to be 
done with by the end of the month. He said he may bring the individual onboard before they start the 
police academy depending on the timing. 
 
Wyckoff said the sergeant’s test was given last week and hopes to make the promotion by the first of 
December once the test results have been received and an interview conducted. 
 
One Gorge, Tamara Kaufman and Mike Foley 
Mike Foley and Tamara Kaufman provided information to the city regarding One Gorge which is a 
refined version of the “coalition” on which information was previously provided to the council. 
 
The city council was asked to support the effort in any way it can including heling put projects together, 
helping print items, etc.  
 
The council discussed with Tamara Kaufman and Mike Foley how the board for One Gorge would be 
structured and would there be any costs associated with being part of One Gorge. 
 
Tamara Kaufman said the board is just forming and that the structure has not been completed. She said 
currently it is a joint effort involving the Port of Hood River, Port of Cascade Locks, Mt. Adams 
Chamber of Commerce, Insitu, and Innovative Composites Engineering (ICE). Kaufman said that 
participating in One Gorge does not cost anything at this time. She said the Chamber is currently the 
contact for One Gorge. 
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Tamara Kaufman said a meeting is being held on Thursday, November 4 at 3:30 p.m. at the ICE offices 
to begin discussing the structure of One Gorge. 
 
The council discussed with Kaufman and Foley which employers are currently involved with One 
Gorge. 
 
Betty Barnes suggested approaching SDS Lumber and Underwood Fruit as they are major employers in 
the area. 
 
The council said they would like to have additional information before making a commitment to One 
Gorge. Betty Barnes will be attending meetings of One Gorge to keep the council updated. 
 
Betty Barnes thanked Tamara Kaufman and Mike Foley for updating the council. 
 
Public Hearing – 2015 Revenue Budget and Property Tax Levy 

Betty Barnes opened the public hearing on the 2015 Revenue Budget and proposed property tax levy. 
 
Jan Brending provided a review of the 2015 proposed budget noting that it includes a 1% increase in 
property taxes as allowed by law. She noted that the property taxes includes a refund levy in the amount 
of $1,042. Brending said the budget also includes a 5% increase in water and sewer rates. She noted that 
the city’s municipal code allows for an automatic 5% increase in water and sewer rates unless the 
council chooses to amend the code. 
 
No public comment was provided. 
 
Betty Barnes closed the public hearing. 
 
Proposed Resolution 2014-008, Regarding Property Tax Increase 
Catherine Kiewit moved to adopt Resolution 2014-008, Regarding Property Tax Increase. Stephanie 
Porter seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed.  
 
Proposed Ordinance 2014-11-638, Determining the Amount to be Raised by Advalorem Taxes for 

the Year 2015 
Stephanie Porter moved to adopt Ordinance 2014-11-638, Determining the Amount to be Raised by 
Advalorem Taxes for the Year 2015. Catherine Kiewit seconded the motion and it was unanimously 
passed. 
 
Small Works Roster Bid, Steuben Street Light and City Hall Exterior Light Electrical Work 
Jan Brending said the city received three bids on the project from Gorge Electric, Glacier Electric and 
Coburn Electric. She said based on the hourly rate (using a time and materials contract) the low bidders 
is Glacier Electric. Brending said Glacier Electric is on the city’s small works roster and is a qualified 
bidder. She recommend the city award a time and materials contract to Glacier Electric. 
 
Sandi Dickey moved to award a time and materials contract to Glacier Electric based on their hourly rate 
of $80. Catherine Kiewit seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
2014 Dry Creek Sewer Project – Acceptance as Complete 
Betty Barnes said the city has received a recommendation from Pioneer Engineering to accept the 2014 
Dry Creek Sewer Project constructed by Crestline Construction as complete. 
 
Jan Brending said she agrees with the recommendation. 
 
Catherine Kiewit moved to accept the 2014 Dry Creek Sewer project as complete. Stephanie Porter 
seconded the motion and it was unanimously passed. 
 
Mayor’s Update and Council Comments 
Street Tree Christmas Lights 
Betty Barnes said Jan Brending is in the process of ordering Christmas lights for the street trees. 
 
Santa in the Park 
Betty Barnes said the council will discuss Santa in the Park at the next council meeting. 
 
Council Member Reminder from Betty Barnes 
Catherine Kiewit asked if there was something specific that happened that prompted the mayor to 
provide a reminder to council members about being aware of things they might need to do. 



November 4, 2014 – Page 3 

 
 

 
Betty Barnes said there was nothing specific. She just wanted to remind council members that they 
represent the City of Bingen and that the citizens do watch what council members do or don’t do. 
 
Police Officer Use of Cell Phones 
Maria Perez asked if police officers can use their cell phones while driving. 
 
Chris Lanz said police officers are exempt from the law and they can use their phones while driving. 
 
Emergency Management Exercise 
Betty Barnes said that she, Jan Brending and David Spratt participated in an emergency management 
table-top exercise the previous week. She said it was a good exercise and there will be an evaluation of 
the exercise completed with an after action plan. Barnes said that she thought she and Jan Brending were 
at a disadvantage in the exercise because they were included with the businesses and not directly with 
the responders. 
 
Animal Control 
The council was updated on the status of animal control. Brad Fulton is expected to take a job with 
Klickitat County. At that time the police department will fulfill the contract through the end of the year. 
 
Jan Brending said the City of Goldendale wants to continue to provide animal control to the City of 
Bingen and is currently looking at how to do that in 2015.  
 
Election Ballot Box 
Catherine Kiewit said she would be interested in seeing an election ballot box placed in Bingen. She said 
that she thinks more people would vote in Bingen if a ballot box was available within the city. 
 
Jan Brending said she can write a letter for the mayor’s signature to the Klickitat County Auditor 
requesting a ballot box be installed in Bingen. 
 
There was a consensus of the council to write a letter to the auditor requesting a ballot box be installed 
in Bingen. 
 
Voucher Approval 

Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 4, 2014. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: checks 17109-17135 (dated 11/04/2014) totaling 
$53441.20. General Fund – $14332.40; Street - $3247.98; Water - $11774.29; Sewer - $847.05; 
Treatment Plant - $5069.14; Water Construction & Maintenance - $9593.99; Sewer Construction & 
Maintenance - $8501.08; Treatment Plant Improvement Fund - $75.27. 
 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 4, 2014. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: checks 17107-17108 (dated 10/31/2014) totaling 
$490.32. General Fund – $490.32. 
 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 4, 2014. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: EFT (dated 10/31/2014, payroll checks 17100-17106 
(dated 10/31/2014) totaling $20495.98. General Fund – $9597.83; Street - $2720.74; Water - $1920.64; 
Sewer - $598.14; Treatment Plant - $5658.63. 
 
The council adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
City Clerk       Mayor 
 


