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BINGEN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES 
 

November 21, 2017 
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Barnes J. Barnes at 7:03 p.m. Council members present:  
Ryan O’Connor, Isolde Schroder, Laura Mann, Catherine Kiewit, Phil Jones, and Student Council 
Member Cesar Robles. Staff present: Deputy Clerk Cheyenne Willey, City Attorney Chris Lanz, Police 
Chief Mike Hepner. Audience present: Ken Alexander, Mike Meskimen, Tammy Kaufman, Gregory 
Kish, Ryan Kreps, Ruby Irving, Averie Morgan. 
 
Public Comment 
Tammy Kaufman, Insitu 
Tammy Kaufman said she would like to begin by mentioning the wonderful work done by Washington 
Gorge Action Programs on behalf of Underwood Fruit. 
 
Kaufman informed the council that Insitu would be helping orchestrate the sponsoring program for local 
families Christmas gifts.  
 
Kaufman also shared with the council that the Washington State Department of Transportation 
(WSDOT) would be holding an open house at the White Salmon Valley Community Library on 
December 13, 2017 from 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm. 
 
Greg Kish 109 E Jefferson 
Gregory Kish said he was in attendance to hear about the mitigation options for storm water. Kish 
mentioned that he attended a city council meeting about 10 years ago where the issue was also brought 
to the council’s attention. He said the problem with storm water is definitely getting worse. Kish noted 
that a neighbor’s wall had been eroded causing it to fall onto his property. According to Kish his 
neighbor failed to address the collapsed wall, so Kish cleaned up the debris and rebuilt the wall of his 
own accord. Kish said that replacing the wall cost him about $8,000. Kish said storm water is 
undermining the new retaining wall. He said his property is being damaged due to development 
“upstream” putting more water into his neighborhood. Kish stated that there is currently no place for the 
water to go. He reiterated that the issue is negatively impacting him financially. Kish said he spent over 
100 hours digging to install the wall, and that he paid the contractor. He stated that since he has replaced 
the wall and installed a drain along its length, his neighbor has sealed the drainage with mud and debris, 
forcing more runoff water under the wall. According to Kish, his neighbor to the west gets the brunt of 
the runoff, but the water is being effectively funneled to his own property.  
 
Randall Kwak, Bingen Resident – Parking Issues 
Mr. Randall Kwak was unable to attend the meeting. 
 
Bingen-White Salmon Police Department Update 
Incident Report 
Police Chief Mike Hepner spoke about a recent incident concerning the available East Humboldt Street 
public parking being used by employees of NAPA Auto Parts during their shifts. Hepner said that the 
use of public parking by NAPA employees was legal, and that the incident had culminated in an arrest 
for disorderly conduct.  
 
Chief Hepner also mentioned a second incident, this one involving a Vancouver, WA resident in 
Bingen’s Daubenspeck Park. Hepner cautioned that even though Bingen is a small town, people do pass 
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through the area and residents should be aware. He explained that a woman with drug abuse issues had 
become lost and got into a car with children in the backseat. He said that the female in question had been 
arrested.  
  
Council Member Schroder agreed that small towns are not immune. 
 
Chief Hepner said the council would be surprised. He said this is his home town and a great community, 
but things can happen. 
 
Mayor Barnes noted that transient traffic seems to have increased during 2017 compared to previous 
years. 
 
Animal Control 
Chief Hepner reported Animal Control Officer Mike Solomon has been doing more foot patrol as 
suggested by the council. 
 
Mayor Barnes thanked Chief Hepner for all of his efforts.  
 
Klickitat County Solid Waste Update 
Ruby Irving, Director, Klickitat County Solid Waste 
Averie Morgan, Recycling Coordinator, Klickitat County Solid Waste 
 
Scavenging 
Recycling Coordinator Averie Morgan began by noting that the recycling facility located in Bingen had 
been an ongoing issue for some time. Morgan said she took over as Recycling Coordinator in 2015 and 
the problems were already preexisting. Morgan mentioned that scavengers have become one of the more 
pressing issues. Morgan quoted legal concerns, health concerns, and female residents being 
uncomfortable with strange male residents as problems at the center of the scavenging issue. She said 
she had discussed with problems with Mayor Barnes, trying to find solution.  
 
Solid Waste Director Ruby Irving said another issue with scavengers is that they take viable items such 
as aluminum and tin.  
 
Irving also noted as a safety concern that single-use insulin hypodermic needles were found Monday, 
November 20, 2017. Irving said they had been unable to discern any identifying information with which 
to track the contaminator. She said the needles presented a danger for workers and scavengers. 
 
Mayor Barnes said she heard from one woman that multiple people are now scavenging. Barnes said 
apparently four of the five are pretty aggressive.  
 
Morgan mentioned that recently someone wearing a Republic Services hat had been claiming to be a 
volunteer. She said the man had been providing instruction as to what is accepted in the bins. She 
explained that his efforts may have been useful but were not allowed as it was a misrepresentation and 
liability issue. 
 
 
Irving said Klickitat County already has curbside recycling as a service, and that she would encourage 
pushing that as a solution. She said she had already talked with Republic Services, Klickitat County 
Commissioners, and Mayor Barnes. She said the stakeholders had already begun to talk about possible 
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solutions to scavenging, but noted that the holidays had been making planning difficult. Irving stressed 
that the situation needs to be figured out sooner rather than later. 
 
New Recycling Policies 
Solid Waste Director Irving spoke regarding recycling and market issues. She noted that the market may 
dry up, and the service may have to be pulled. 
 
Recycling Coordinator Morgan clarified that the new Chinese National Green Sword Policy prohibits 
contamination rates above 0.03%. She said the average contamination rate for Klickitat County is 
between 7.5-15%. 
 
Bingen Recycling Site 
Mayor Barnes mentioned that recycling glass had been presenting an issue, as curbside recycling is very 
well taken advantage of but glass is only accepted at designated recycling sites. She noted that even with 
the added security steps the City has taken, people still use the glass receptacle on weekends. 
 
Recycling Coordinator Morgan stated that people aren’t supposed to do that, because the site is closed 
on weekends. 
 
Council Member Schroder pointed out that people disregard the gates and sign closing the site. 
 
Council Member Schroder asked about the location of the closest manned facility and where the other 
unmanned facilities were located. 
 
Morgan explained that the closest manned facility was located in BZ Corners. She said other unmanned 
sites are available in Glenwood, Alderdale, and Bickleton. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked about the contamination levels at other unmanned facilities. 
 
Morgan said contamination at other sites was nothing compared to Bingen’s facility. She said the bins 
elsewhere are emptied about once a month, whereas the site in Bingen gets emptied once a day. She said 
the difference in contamination levels is clearly due the Bingen site’s higher rate of use. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked for clarification the contamination rate of the Bingen facility. 
 
Morgan said the county sees a contamination rate of around 7.5-15%, and that it is higher in fishing 
season. Morgan said she has seen fish discarded in the bins, and people coming up from the Post of 
Klickitat’s Bingen Marina will sometimes leave garbage at the site.  
 
Council Member Kiewit asked if the contamination rate is drawn from the entire county. 
 
Morgan said yes, the rating is combined and averaged. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked if there were site-specific statistics available. 
 
Morgan said she would talk to Republic Services about possibility of obtaining more specific 
information. 
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Solid Waste Director Irving said curbside services can help with the contamination rate by allowing 
Republic Services to reject bags if they are noticeably contaminated. She said it is hard to provide 
education about contaminants effectively. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked if there was a noticeable difference between manned and curbside 
contamination rates. 
 
Morgan said the desired rate is as close to zero as possible. She said success lies in the ability to correct 
inappropriate use and educate those using the services. 
 
Irving said recyclables may go to the landfill once China’s restrictions tighten, unless contamination 
rates drop dramatically. She said the change is happening very fast and Klickitat County may have to 
ban recycling plastics #3-7 and only accept plastics #1-2. Irving said that #1 is water and pop bottles, 
and #2 is milk jugs. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked about the value scale in terms of recyclables. 
 
Morgan said aluminum has greatest market value in terms of spending. She said glass is second because 
it only travels as far as Portland, OR - not to Seattle, WA, or overseas. She said the reduced 
transportation costs make a difference. Morgan said mixed paper is worst, because even a little bit of 
water can ruin recyclability. Morgan said plastics range in the middle, depending on the type. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked how the process works when a truck picks up a mixed bin.  
 
Morgan explained that the bin is collected and brought to Roosevelt, WA, the put on a train to Seattle, 
WA, for sorting at a Republic Services facility. She said the items are sorted in several ways including 
magnets, and person power. Morgan said the sorting process searches for clean and usable items, with 
the refuse being returned to Klickitat County for deposit in the landfill. Morgan said the accepted 
materials are baled and rated for contamination. She pointed out that the markets all have contamination 
limits – China is not alone in that respect. She explained that now that China is getting strict, Klickitat 
County Solid Waste is being forced to enter other markets that allow lower contamination rates. 
 
Council Member Schroder asked at what point an unmanned site is considered to be manned. She 
wondered if tonnage and content are important, what the threshold for taking that final step is. 
 
Morgan said Republic Services would be the authority on that question. She said she is confident that is 
will not happen for the Bingen recycling site. She said Republic Services breaks even on recycling 
services if they’re lucky. She explained that for a manned site, revenue would have to be raised.  
 
Irving reminded that council of the cost associated with contaminated items including transportation 
back to Klickitat County. 
 
Morgan said the contract between Klickitat County Solid Waste and Republic Services dictates that 
curbside services and manned facilities are required. She noted that unmanned sites are not required. 
 
Morgan explained that if recycling becomes limited due to contamination rate issues, residents will see 
the effects quickly because recyclable items will become trash.  
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Council Member Mann asked Morgan and Irving what the goal is for the Bingen unmanned recycling 
site. 
 
Irving said the primary goal is to keep operating for residents, but in a way that scavengers aren’t a 
fixture, and that contamination rates go down. She noted that the Bingen recycling site accounted for 
50% of all recycling in Klickitat County. 
 
Council Member Mann said that 50% of recyclables was a significant statistic, and proved a need for 
service in the Bingen area.  She pointed out that Klickitat County has many sites, and that the Bingen 
site is for residents of this area. She pointed out that the contamination rate goal is county-wide. She said 
Republic Services through the contract with Klickitat County Solid Waste provides a great service. 
Mann said curbside service is great, and has lower contamination rates. Mann said the Bingen facility is 
primarily for glass and businesses. 
 
Morgan said in theory that is true, but said out of 21,000 residents in Klickitat County, only 3,000 have 
signed up for curbside recycling. She mentioned that some residents don’t have an interest in recycling, 
and some don’t know curbside is available. Morgan said some of that is due to a lack of education, and 
that the solution is to increase awareness. Morgan said when she receives complaints, she encourages 
residents to sign up for curbside service. She said she has heard many excuses ranging from not wanting 
to bring bags of recyclables to the curb, to residents mistakenly thinking that without garbage service 
they didn’t qualify for recycling. She reiterated that education is hard to accomplish. 
 
Council Member Mann asked to clarify the goals stated earlier, saying that it appears education is the 
biggest requirement. 
 
Morgan mentioned that mailers and radio advertisements have been tried but have not been very 
successful.  
 
Council Member Mann noted that the latest flyers mailed out were great, even though the print was very 
small. She said they featured lots of information. She expressed disappointment that they were not also 
sent out in Spanish.  
 
Council Member Mann said she had been on the Solid Waste Board in 2013 when is was revamped. She 
mentioned that many requirements were not being met. 
 
Irving explained that she had attempted to contact several people, but that most emails were returned as 
undeliverable. She said she would like to reevaluate the management plan to meet new needs within the 
county. 
 
Council Member Mann countered that revamping the plan was not necessary, and explained that actions 
was the next step. She stated that nothing had been done in the five years since the plan was established. 
  
Irving said she had only been in her position with the Solid Waste Department for three months. She 
stated that she loved the idea of focusing on education and outreach. She mentioned wanting to involve 
schools, and encourage residents to reduce and reuse. She said much falls through the cracks when the 
focus is strictly set on recycling. 
 
Council Member Mann said that is the reason the Bingen City Council had wanted to reach out. 
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Council Member Kiewit asked about establishing outreach at the Bingen site to provide a trial of 
education materials there. 
 
Morgan said she has thought about that, and even spent a few hours at the site to observe the traffic 
flow. She stated that the problem was that the use varies. Se said it was possible to sit at the site all day 
and see only two people, or sit at the site for two hours and see fifty people. 
Council Member Kiewit said the issue there is that the hours are notoriously erratic due to how quickly 
the bins fill up. She said her primary concerns were use of the facility by businesses, and paper 
recycling. She said a customer could dump a load of paper recycling filling the bin completely and 
whole site would close because the City of Bingen doesn’t want recycling or garbage strewn on the 
ground. Kiewit mentioned that most residents use the facility to recycle glass since glass is not picked up 
with curbside services. She suggested that the glass bin should be more accessible, possibly outside of 
the locking gate. 
 
Morgan said she has also thought about that. She explained that when customers find only glass 
accessible they are not likely to reload paper and plastics into their car, and will probably put everything 
into the glass receptacle bringing contamination to a whole new level. 
 
Council Member O’Connor pointed out that people aren’t taking advantage of the facility now, and 
asked if they would be more likely to do so if the site was operated differently. 
 
Morgan said she has seen much illegal dumping. She said recycling and garbage is often dumped at the 
gate when the site is closed. She noted that it is better from a littering standpoint to have it placed in the 
bin, but better from a recycling standpoint to leave it at the gate. 
 
Council Member Jones asked about other locations for glass to be recycled. 
 
Morgan mentioned that in Utah, glass bins placed outside of liquor stores are showing to be successful. 
  
Council Member Kiewit asked if curbside glass is not available for residents because Republic Services 
doesn’t want it breaking inside the bags. 
  
Morgan said the sorting facility in Seattle, WA, does accept glass, and that sorting is not issue. She 
explained that sorted glass is shipped back to Portland, OR, incurring extra transport costs. 
  
Council Member Mann asked if Republic Services is compensated for glass collection. 
 
Morgan said yes, but that it does not make Republic Services any money. 
 
Council Member Mann asked why glass couldn’t go to Seattle, WA. 
 
Morgan explained that glass would then have to go to Seattle to be sorted, and then be shipped to 
Portland, OR, where it is sold. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked if all glass goes to Portland, OR. 
 
Morgan replied no, glass is distributed among various markets. 
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Council Member Mann asked why Republic Services wouldn’t just choose another market to make the 
service cost-effective. 
 
Morgan said Republic Services has to break even. 
 
Council Member Kiewit said residential users go to the Bingen site primarily for the glass receptacle, 
and asked if businesses have been contaminating the paper bins. 
Morgan said that yes businesses do contribute to the contamination. 
 
Council Member Kiewit suggested talk to the offending businesses. 
 
Morgan said that they have already been spoken to. 
 
Council Member Kiewit pointed out that an entire group of users could be eliminated if curbside glass 
recycling was made available. 
 
Council Member Mann asked if Republic Services offered curbside glass recycling elsewhere. 
 
Morgan said yes, they do. 
 
Council Member Mann said recycling education information would be added to the City of Bingen’s 
newsletter. 
 
Morgan told the council that the only reason the Bingen recycling site didn’t get pulled over the summer 
was that Klickitat County has a 50% diversion goal for recycling. Morgan said Republic Services 
realized that if pulled the Bingen site that diversion rate would have fallen below the current 12%. 
 
Council Member Mann asked if the county was mandated by Washington State to reach a diversion rate 
goal by a certain date. 
 
Morgan explained that they are mandated to reach the goal but not by a certain date. 
 
Council Member Kiewit said she had reached out to Hood River’s recycling provided to ask if they 
would provide service to Bingen area residents, but that her inquiry was sent at the same time that China 
tightened its policies. She explained that the Hood River service said no because they were currently 
being inundated, but that it could be an option in the future. She stated that as a Bingen Council Member 
she was open to many options including a manned facility, volunteerism, or soliciting a new service 
provider.  
 
Morgan said volunteers posed a huge liability issue. She explained that Bingen may feel able to provide 
that service but that Republic Services would not. 
 
Council Member O’Connor asked how the responsibilities are divvied up. He asked why the unmanned 
site was placed in Bingen. 
  
Council Member Schroder said that it was just an available location and that it has managed to remain 
an accessible resource. 
 
Council Member Mann asked who owns the manned sites. 
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Morgan said that Republic Services owns the property. 
 
Council Member Schroder said maybe the Council should really rethink the Bingen site and the City’s 
involvement. She suggested talking directly with Republic Services. 
 
Morgan said in her experience recycling is in the contract Republic Services is bound to, but it is simply   
not their main source of business. She said as long as the service is required to be provided for free, 
Republic Services will do the bare minimum. 
Irving said changing the bins to feature a selective lid system had been considered, but that Republic 
Services equipment was not compatible with that and buying new equipment presented a monumental 
cost. 
 
Council Member Schroder asked what the goal would be of conversation with Republic Services. 
 
Mayor Barnes said just opening a conversation would be a good start. Barnes said she saw a need to go 
to the City of White Salmon to ask for help in supporting the cost for the Bingen site and necessary 
security improvements. 
 
Council Member Mann asked how Republic Services would benefit if the Bingen facility gets 
eliminated and residents throw more things away, as may be case in the immediate future. She suggested 
that residents may have to pay for more garbage service which in turn would make Republic Services 
more money. 
 
Morgan responded that depending on situation, yes that would be the case. She said some residents may 
be able to add to what they already have if they normally have extra room in their garbage can, but 
others may have to increase their service level. She said if that happens, 7-8% more garbage will go to 
the landfill, and that among other effects the life of the landfill will be decreased. 
 
Council Member Mann stated that she would like to discuss the matter further. 
 
Irving supported that idea. 
 
Mayor Barnes noted that most of the contract points to solid plan. She suggested no need for change, 
just a need for enforcement. 
 
Irving said the plan is supposed to be updated every 5 years, and that it is due for an update in 2018. She 
sad she had been through the plan once to answer her own questions regarding previous projections to 
see if they matched up with the actual results.  
 
Council Member Mann asked Gregory Kish if he had any input to share, as the only member of the 
public in attendance. 
 
Kish said he uses the facility, and it being closed on weekends is a problem. He believes the residents of 
White Salmon use the site more than the residents of Bingen. He said he supported looking to White 
Salmon for support if maintenance costs were an issue. 
 
Morgan suggested that the council propose desired changes to Republic Services.  
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Council Member Kiewit noted that is was helpful to hear how the system operated and see how 
Bingen’s needs may fit into that picture. 
 
Council Member Schroder said she appreciated Irving and Morgan’s candor and transparency.  
 
Mayor Barnes said he final comment was that with education materials being so important, Bingen has a 
very large Spanish-speaking population. She said provided materials in two languages was very 
important in order to reach every resident. 
 
Irving noted that current budget constraints limit the ability to provide bilingual education materials, but 
that 2018 will bring change to the budget allowances. 
 
Kiewit suggested providing outreach on collection routes. She said maybe employees could drop off 
bags, informational flyers, or similar items, possibly even to those that do not have recycling service. 
 
Morgan said she thought that was a great idea. 
 
Irving stated that Klickitat County Solid Waste has been making an effort to become more accessible to 
residents. She said their webpage features a link to their Facebook page. She said she sees the 
department having a broader impact to the county by using social media. 
 
Mayor Barnes thanked Irving and Morgan for attending the meeting. 
 
Irving thanked the council for their time and asked that anyone with questions or concerns simply call or 
send an email. She said she would like to establish and open-door and open-phone policy. 
 
Gray & Osborne Humboldt Street Improvements 
Mike Meskimin, Gray & Osborne 
Mike Meskimen explained that a 96.5% grant was received for the Humboldt Street Improvement 
Project. He said two grants were combined for one award incorporating both. Meskimen said the paving 
on Cherry and Cedar streets would be included. He did caution that it can take a little time for money to 
be disbursed by the Transportation Improvement Board. He said that the acceptance paperwork should 
be sent soon.  
 
Council Member Jones asked if the project will begin in the summer of 2018. 
 
Meskimen said yes, design should be finalized in early spring 2018 and then construction should follow 
in summer. 
 
Gray & Osborne Presentation of Storm Water Alternatives Report 
Mike Meskimin, Gray & Osborne 
Mike Meskimen explained that Gray & Osborne identified infiltration on location as the best option for 
managing the storm water runoff. He said there were a few mays to manage this, and that he would also 
introduce some low cost alternatives. 
 
Meskimen said installing infrastructure to add the storm water to the existing storm water system would 
be the greatest cost compared to on location infiltration.  He said soil tests were done in several places 
and that the steep hillside meant that water infiltrated on site could resurface down hill.  
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Meskimen explained that the storm water coming off of the hills above Bingen pools in an east Jefferson 
Street low point. He noted that the water runs east and since the road has no crown and instead slopes to 
the south, the water naturally goes straight to Gregory Kish’s house and in fact straight underneath the 
retaining wall referenced in Mr. Kish’s public comment. Meskimen noted that at first it was assumed 
that the majority of the runoff came from SR 141, but SR 141 actually slopes away from east Jefferson 
street, pushing water to the west side of the road. He said there was some possible overflow happening 
on the north edge of the highway corner, but that the amount contributed was negligible.  
 
Meskimen explained that there is a ditch on the north side of east Jefferson Street, and also a culvert 
under the driveway on that same side of the street, leading up to Our Savior Lutheran Church. He said 
the ditch continues after the culvert, but it is not very defined. Meskimen named the undeveloped Kreps 
land to the north as the likely source of the storm water runoff.  Meskimen noted that ideally the water 
would be infiltrated closer to the source, but since the land is a steep hillside of private property that 
really isn’t feasible. He said realistically the City would be looking at stopping the water at East 
Jefferson.  
 
Gregory Kish noted that the flow from the driveway of Our Savior Lutheran Church was also very 
damaging. He said he would send pictures of the water flow to Gray & Osborne as well as the council.   
 
Meskimen informed the council that when the soil test pits were dug, an abandoned drain line was 
found. He said the drain line daylights behind the school bus stop on the north side of east Jefferson. 
Meskimen said the pipe was plugged with debris. 
  
Council member Kiewit asked if cleaning out and utilizing the existing ditch would be the cheapest 
option.   
 
Meskimen explained that it would be, but the water does not seem to accumulate there.  
 
Kish noted that the water runs down the Church driveway, pushing gravel to Jefferson Street. He 
reiterated that the low spot in the street guides the water to the wall along his property line. He stated 
that he doesn’t see any water draining off of the hillside, but that he does see water from SR 141.  He 
mentioned that both his garage and the area outside of his house flood during any periods of rain. Kish 
said he observed two separate low points, one in front of his home, and one further east. He questioned 
if the water was guided to the ditch on the north side of Jefferson Street, saying that he thought the water 
would then just run underneath the road and straight to his property.  
 
Meskimen suggested checking the newly discovered drain pipe. He said using the ditch would help but 
probably wouldn’t be the ultimate solution. He said the study done by Gray & Osborne had located one 
low spot on east Jefferson Street and well as a few other low spots along the shoulder caused by erosion. 
Meskimen explained that the City could choose to install a regular standard curb but it would have to dip 
for driveways, defeating the purpose. He said he felt that a rolled curb would be a better solution. 
Meskimen said residents would have to cross a low bump to go into their driveways. He noted that a 
small bump at the driveway entrance would be a small price to pay for averting the runoff. 
 
Kish agreed. 
 
Council Member Schroder noted that she has also seen run off from church, and has never noticed any 
water in the north ditch along east Jefferson Street.  
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Council Member Mann asked what the cost would be to grade the driveway of Our Savior Lutheran 
Church. 
 
Meskimen said it would be around $3-5,000 per day, and that water bars could be a solution to direct the 
water from the driveway to the ditch. 
 
Council member Mann asked how far the City right of way extended up the driveway. She said she felt 
the immediate fix for the winter of 2017-2018 would be grading the driveway.  
 
Meskimen agreed, noting that the person responsible for plowing snow from the area would have to be 
cautious about where berms would be created. 
 
Council Member Mann asked City Attorney Lanz how to approach helping area residents by improving 
other resident’s property. She asked if the situation would be considered gifting. 
 
City Attorney Lanz said the answer would be to either ask for the right of way or to obtain it through 
eminent domain. 
 
Meskimen asked Kish which side of the Church driveway the water tended to flow down. 
 
Kish said the west side. 
 
Meskimen noted that the information from Mr. Kish just became known to Gray & Osborne as they 
spoke with him just prior to the meeting.  
 
Council Member O’Connor asked if it would be best to work at edge of the driveway where it meets 
Jefferson Street, or if the work would be more effective if completed higher up. He asked Kish where 
the water ultimately ended up. 
 
Kish stated the water goes under his neighbor’s retaining wall, across his property, down his yard toward 
his neighbor’s house to the south, and then slowly drains as the ground flattens. Kish reiterated that he 
had attended a meeting about 10 years ago where the issue was brought before the City Council. He 
stated that maybe he needs to sue his neighbor or sue the City of Bingen. He said he wasn’t sure, but he 
was at the meeting to ask for help because it has been an ongoing issue. 
  
Council Member O’Connor suggested a short-term plan of action to stave off further damage. He 
suggested directing the water to the established ditch, or to the drain that was discovered. 
  
Mayor Barnes asked about the possibility of installing a bio swale.  
 
Meskimen said the swale would have to be very large. 
 
Kish stated again that if the water goes into the ditch his worry is that it will go under the road and into 
his basement. He said as is stands the surface water floods his property. He asked if the Church would 
have responsibility for damages if the water came from their property. 
 
Meskimen indicated that would be the case, but that it wasn’t a very realistic solution to hold the Church 
responsible. 
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Council Member O’Connor mentioned that the water coming from the church probably arrives there 
from uphill as well. He noted that the discovered drain pipe seemed to be placed for drainage purposes. 
 
Meskimen said he agreed. He said the pipe had a 10” inside diameter and was made of concrete. 
 
Mayor Barnes asked how old the pipe was. 
 
Meskimen said it could have been installed as recently as 1980, but it could just as easily have been 
1950. 
 
Mayor Barnes said if it were installed around 1980 it may be possible to locate a record of its path. 
 
The council agreed that the best course of action would be to attempt to locate record of the drain pipe, 
to have Mr. Kish share pictures of the water flow, and to contact the Our Savior Lutheran Church.   
 
Council Member Schroder moved to proceed with cleaning and investigating the discovered drain pipe, 
and to consider quotes for the work not to exceed 5,000. Council Member Mann seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
Meskimen noted that Gray & Osborne would take the new information from Mr. Kish into account and 
would come back to present after revisiting the issue.  
 
Gray & Osborne Presentation of Traffic Calming Report 
Mike Meskimen, Gray & Osborne 
Mike Meskimen noted that traffic cutting through residential neighborhoods from SR 141 (Oak Street) 
to SR 14 (Steuben Street) was the main issue considered when preparing this report. 
  
Meskimen stated that viable options included installing a traffic circle, Speed Feedback signage, 
Chicane or Choker features, a Center Island, and/or speed bumps.  
 
Meskimen said installing a traffic circle would slow through traffic but wouldn’t hinder mid-block 
traffic (turning at the intersection). He also said a traffic circle would require quite a bit of right of way. 
He stated that chicane/choker would also be an effective option, but would limit parking and driveway 
access for residents. Meskimen said speed feedback signs were found to be more effective than regular 
speed signage, but that the feedback signs were most effective when paired with Law Enforcement. He 
noted that feedback signs did not provide a true barrier to traffic and were therefore easier for drivers to 
ignore. Meskimen also noted that the feedback signs were not very expensive compared to other options. 
 
Meskimen also mentioned a center island similar to the one on Maple Street as an option. He said 
similar to chicane/chokers it would have the effect of restricting driveways. He said the feature would 
narrow the roadway, but said Jefferson Street is very wide so the narrowing may help. He stated that the 
center island may also just push traffic to edges and not truly slow it down. 
 
Meskimen said speed bumps are relative cheap to install, but they do slow down emergency vehicles. He 
differentiated the different types, saying that a speed “bump” was the shortest feature, often used in 
parking lots, a speed “hump”  is longer and best for speed up to 25 mph, and a speed “table” is best for 
faster speeds of up to 30 mph. Meskimen said he felt speed “humps” would be best in this case. 
 
Council Member Schroder asked how the speed bump variations would affect snow plowing. 
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Meskimen explained that the plow operator must know exactly where the humps are, and again said 
humps would be best since the lower angle had a better chance of angling a blow from a plow blade. 
Meskimen said a notable issue with installing speed humps on Jefferson would be that a curb would 
have to be installed concurrently since the hump would funnel runoff water extremely effectively. He 
noted that the hump could be angled, but that it was actually better to hit it straight with two front 
wheels at once versus one wheel at a time for maximum speed control. 
 
Council Member Mann asked about the effectiveness of a rumble strip. 
 
Meskimen said rumble strips serve well as a warning for to stop rather than as a speed deterrent. He also 
noted that a snow plow would scrape the rumble strips right off.  
 
Mayor Barnes noted that rumble strips may be too noisy for a residential area. 
 
Council Member O’Connor said he felt any solutions for parallel streets should be applied throughout 
Bingen. 
 
Council Member Kiewit stated that she felt installing a speed “ditch” on east Jefferson Street would 
solve both the storm water and traffic calming issues. 
 
Council Member Jones advocated for more stop signs. 
 
Deputy Clerk Willey pointed out that stop signs don’t necessarily help. She explained that she sees 
drivers blatantly run the stop sign outside City Hall on Ash Street nearly every day. 
 
Council Member Schroder mentioned that The Society Hotel will also bring traffic to residential Bingen 
and that should be factored in. She said she would like to keep people on SR 14 (Steuben Street) or 
Humboldt Street. Schroder also said she felt Humboldt Street should have islands. 
 
Council Member Kiewit stated that Bingen is in the midst of a very dynamic time. She referenced the 
WSDOT Bingen Point Access Project, among other new developments, as an issue to bear in mind. 
Kiewit said a speed feedback sign would be useful and nonpermanent. She said since things will change 
there is no sense committing to a plan that could lose relevance as the City changes over the next few 
years. 
 
Mayor Barnes said from her understanding, depending on what shape the WSDOT project takes, there 
may be a roundabout and/or a traffic light. She also mentioned that four-way stops may come to 
residential neighborhoods. She said she had spoken with Ken Alexander from Gray & Osborne about the 
feasibility of turning Elm Street into a cul-de-sac to protect the neighborhood. 
 
Meskimen said that the speed feedback signs typically cost around $7,500 when installed with solar 
power. He said some models can also collect traffic data. 
 
Council Member Kiewit said she felt stop signs would be a good idea, and that the current configuration 
of stops and yields seems arbitrary and was probably complaint-driven. 
 
Gray & Osborne Presentation and Recommendations for SCADA Replacement Contract  
Ken Alexander, Gray & Osborne 
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Ken Alexander said John Galucci unfortunately was unable to attend due to a family emergency. He 
explained that Gray & Osborne were seeking approval on several points. 
Alexander said he was seeking authorization for Radcomp Technologies to provide specialty equipment 
including a modem and router for each remote site. He explained that this would create a failsafe 
communication system. He also mentioned obtaining a new computer for user interface. Alexander said 
Radcomp Technologies would provide hardware and perform the technical installation tasks. 
 
Alexander said the project would come in a little under $195,000. He said that number was \all inclusive 
for everything including communications package from Radcomp Technologies. 
 
Alexander continued saying that he had contacted companies listed on the City of Bingen’s Small 
Works Roster but that they were all uninterested. He said Technical Services (TSI) has worked with 
Gray & Osborne in the past and would provide a quote and then find subcontractors.  
 
Alexander said Gray & Osborne would accept a quote from any qualified integrators, but he suggests 
Radcomp Technologies since the City of Bingen already has a contract established for IT Services and 
the two entities work well together.  
 
Alexander asked for the council’s approval to advertise for quotes by Tuesday, November 28, 2017, for 
a two-week return period. Alexander also asked for the council’s approval to contract the programming 
under the Gray & Osborne Contract. 
 
Ryan Kreps, Radcomp Technologies 
Council Member Kiewit asked how the SCADA services proposed differs from the current contract 
services between Radcomp Technologies and the City of Bingen. 
 
Ryan Kreps explained that the City uses Century Link phone lines and outdated equipment. He 
mentioned that this service is not one that Radcomp Technologies usually provides. He noted that he 
tried to make the best out of the budget available. He said he would speak in more detail later about 
available add-on options to enhance the system. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked if after installation Radcomp Technologies would no longer provide 
continuing service to the SCADA system. 
 
Kreps replied yes, but explained that if the council opted for any of the add-ons that he was proposing 
that Radcomp Technologies would still be in the picture to maintain those services. He said the 
monitoring and backup costs were broken down on separate proposal.  
 
Kreps explained that Gray & Osborne was trying to not necessarily install a bare-bones system, but that 
the proposal only covered the very basic needs. He noted that the upgrade will make Public Works 
Superintendent David Spratt’s job much easier. Kreps said the new system would feature remote 
operations and phone viewing. He also touted a new alarm and power system. Kreps said the entire 
upgrade proposed was very sturdy. 
 
Kreps reminded the council that upgrading the system would incur slightly higher ongoing costs for 
services, but suggested that the council view the increase as an insurance policy. 
 
Council Member Mann moved to authorize Gray & Osborne to obtain a quote for a construction 
contract, to approve Gray & Osborne Personal Services contract as presented, and to authorize Radcomp 
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Technologies to provide services and purchase materials as outlined in Gray & Osborne’s proposal. She 
stated she moved based on the emergency declaration issued by the Bingen City Council with regard to 
the SCADA system. Council Member Kiewit seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Approval of Meeting Minutes – November 7, 2017 
Council Member Kiewit suggested the following corrections to the meeting minutes of the November 7, 
2017 regular council meeting: 
 
Page 1, paragraph 5  
“Mayor Barnes mentioned that many times a local fire department will respond to a scene and then hand 
off to the Paramedics and Emergency Medicine Medical Technicians when and ambulance arrives.” 
 
Page 3, paragraph 12 
“Council Member Kiewit said she believes the WSDOT project is slated for construction in 2020.” 
 
Page 4, paragraph 5 
“Council Member Kiewit stated that she felt one parking space would be sufficient in this case.” 
 
Page 6, paragraph 10 
“Mayor Barnes noted that street lights were out in several parts of town. She also said that new adaptors 
were necessary for the decorative downtown lights on Maple Street since they were added at a later 
date.” 
 
Page 7, paragraph 4 
“Mayor Barnes informed the council of the fundraiser “Fruit of the Fire” planned for Friday, November 
10th, 2017, from 5:30 - 9:30 pm. She said the event was to feature a pie contest, face painting, desert 
dessert auction, and more. According to Barnes WAGAP has used the funds raised through Go Fund 
Me already. She said the upcoming fundraising event is very important to the community. Barnes 
mentioned that the Mid Columbia Economic Development District (MCEDD) meets on November 9, 
2017. She said she approached County Commissioner David Sauter about funding the WAGAP 
assistance program for the unemployed workers of Underwood Fruit. Mayor Barnes said Leslie 
Naramore of WAGAP has put in a request with MCEDD for some more funding. Barnes believes that 
the MCEDD funds can only be used for residents of Klickitat County. She said it is a rough time of year 
for families to face financial uncertainty, and mentioned that it will soon be very cold. Barnes said there 
is a second fundraising event planned for November 18, 2017. She said the second event will be a dance 
held in White Salmon at the Mountain View Grange from 6:00 – 10:00 pm. 
 
Page 7, paragraph 11  
“Council Member Kiewit stated that the Spanish version of the survey provided by WSDOT was not 
easily accessible. She described trying to provide feedback to WSDOT about how she feels a major 
demographic may have been overlooked. Kiewit also stated concern about how residents who own 
property that is being considered for right-of-way were or were not approached by WSDOT. She said a 
letter was sent out in English but not in Spanish, and that many residents only received a letter not a 
door-” 
 
Council Member Kiewit moved to approve the meeting minutes of the November 21, 2017 regular 
council meeting as corrected. Council Member O’Connor seconded the motion and it was unanimously 
passed. 
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Conditional Use Permit Application 2017-004, Kay Endres, Apartment, 323 E. Steuben – Decision 
– Review and Action 
Council Member Jones moved to approve the Finding of Fact, Conclusion of Law and Decision for 
Conditional Use Permit Application 2017-004, Kay Endres, Apartment, 323 E. Steuben. Council 
Member O’Connor seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Public Hearing – Proposed 2018 Budget 
Mayor Barnes opened the public hearing for the Proposed 2018 Budget. No comments were made. 
Mayor Barnes closed the public hearing. 
 
Proposed Interlocal Agreement with the City of White Salmon, Treatment Plant Funding ERU 
Rate – Action 
Council Member Kiewit moved to approve the Proposed Interlocal Agreement with the City of White 
Salmon, Treatment Plant Funding ERU Rate as presented. Council Member Jones seconded the motion 
and it passed unanimously. 
 
2018 Maintenance Agreement, BIAS Software – Action 
The council and staff discussed the benefits and capabilities of BIAS software.  
 
Council Member Mann moved to approve the 2018 Maintenance Agreement, BIAS Software as 
presented. Council Member O’Connor seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Radcomp Back Up Infrastructure Upgrades Agreement – Action 
Ryan Kreps, Radcomp Technologies 
Ryan Kreps explained that the City of Bingen system is being locally backed up to access drives. He 
said it could be left alone, but that his proposal would take a full image of server and save it. Kreps said 
if the server crashes, it could be back up and running within twenty-four hours. He noted that former 
City Administrator Jan Brending had been against using the cloud in any way. He said the proposed 
upgrade would pull an image back up daily.  
 
Council Member Jones asked what the terms of the cost would be. 
 
Kreps said the cost would be a monthly expense. He said the upgrade would be to a service called MSP 
backup. Kreps said Radcomp Technologies has been utilizing MSP backup for clients for two years. He 
also noted the former City Administrator Jan Brending felt the upgrade was unesseccary.  
 
The council discussed various options for backing up data. 
 
Council Member Mann asked if the agreement could be reevaluated in July of 2018. 
 
Kreps said yes. 
 
Council Member Kiewit asked about the possibility of using a fire-proof device for storing back ups. 
 
Kreps mentioned a few vulnerabilities of fire-proof back up devices that outweighed the benefits of 
having such a device. 
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Kreps asked the council to table the agreement until the meeting of December 5, 2017, as a revised 
quote would need to be provided to accurately reflect the labor rate proposed. 
 
Council Member Kiewit moved to table the Radcomp Back Up Infrastructure Upgrades Agreement 
pending a revised version. Council Member Mann seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 
 
Voucher Approval 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 21, 2017. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: Payroll EFT, Checks 19585-19589 (dated 11/15/2017) 
totaling $16,303.49. General Fund - $5,789.56, Street Fund - $3,044.57, Water Fund - $2,052.36, Sewer 
Fund - $376.75, Treatment Plant Fund - $5,040.25. 
 
Vouchers audited and certified as required by RCW 42.24.080 and expense reimbursement claims 
certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 as of this date November 21, 2017. The council by unanimous 
vote does approve for payment the following list: Checks 19590-19605 (dated 11/21/2017) totaling 
$33,821.95. General Fund - $31,552.82, Street Fund - $509.22, Water Fund - $316.05, Sewer Fund - 
$100.16, Treatment Plant Fund - $1,343.70. 
 
The council adjourned 10:50 pm. 
 
 
 
________________________________   ___________________________________ 
City Clerk       Mayor 


